Research-documented effects of school closures

· Academic Outcomes: 
· The negative short-term impacts of school closures on students’ academics are well documented: students’ test scores and grade point averages tend to the fall in the year before and immediately after closure.[endnoteRef:1]  [1:  Brummet, “The effects of school closings on student achievement,” Journal of Public Economics, 119, 2014; de la Torre and Gwynne, “When schools close: Effects on displaced students in Chicago Public Schools,” University of Chicago Consortium on Chicago School Research, 2009, https://consortium.uchicago.edu/sites/default/files/2023-06/When%20Schools%20Close-Oct2009-Consortium.pdf; Gordon et al., “School closings in Chicago: Staff and student experiences and academic outcomes, University of Chicago Consortium on Chicago School Research, 2018, https://consortium.uchicago.edu/sites/default/files/2019-02/School%20Closings%20in%20Chicago-May2018-Consortium-Exec-Summary.pdf; Larsen, “Does closing schools close doors? The effect of high school closing on achievement and attainment,” Tulane University, 2014, https://www2.tulane.edu/~mflarsen/uploads/2/2/5/4/22549316/mflarsen_schoolclosings.pdf; Ozek, Hansen, and Gonzalez, “A leg up or a boot out? Student achievement and mobility under school restructuring,” National Center for Analysis of Longitudinal Data in Education Research, 2012, https://caldercenter.org/sites/default/files/wp78.pdf] 

· The long-term effects are more mixed. If students land in an academically stronger school, they can see test score gains; if not, their scores decline—and studies show that students often do not land in stronger schools.[endnoteRef:2] [2:  de la Torre and Gwynne, 2009; de la Torre et al., “School closings in Chicago: Understanding families’ choices and constraints for new school enrollment,” University of Chicago Consortium on Chicago School Research, 2015, https://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/school-closings-chicago-understanding-families-choices-and-constraints-new-school; Engberg, Gill, Zamarro, and Zimmer, “Closing schools in a shrinking district: Do student outcomes depend on which schools are closed?” Journal of Urban Economics, 71, 2012; Han et al., “Lights off: Practice and impact of closing low-performing schools,” Center for Research on Education Outcomes, 2017, https://credo.stanford.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/closure_final_volume_i.pdf] 

· Closure has been shown to have long-term negative impacts on college degree attainment, employment, and earnings.[endnoteRef:3] [3:  Kim, “The long shadow of school closures: Impacts on students’ educational and labor market outcomes,” Annenberg Institute at Brown University, 2024, https://edworkingpapers.com/ai24-963] 

· Students on IEPs and 504 plans whose schools close often face challenges in continuation of services.[endnoteRef:4]  [4:  Caref, Hainds, and Jankov, “Twelve months later: The impact of school closings in Chicago,” Chicago Teachers Union, 2018, https://www.ctulocal1.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/TwelveMonthsLaterReport.pdf; de la Torre et al., 2015; Graham, Keys, McMahon, and Brubacher, “Transportation challenges for urban students with disabilities: Parent perspectives” Journal of Prevention and Intervention in the Community, 35, 2014; ] 

· Moving students to a school with more academic opportunities can expand educational access, but only if access isn’t reduced by limited seats, transportation requirements, or other restrictions.[endnoteRef:5]  [5:  Tieken, “School closures can hit rural communities hard,” The Conversation, 2020, https://theconversation.com/school-closures-can-hit-rural-communities-hard-128837] 

· Social and Emotional Outcomes: 
· Closure has been shown to disrupt students’ relationships with peers and teachers and lead to anxiety and confusion.[endnoteRef:6]  [6:  Conner and Cosner, “School closure as structural violence and stakeholder resistance as social justice,” Journal for Peace and Justice Studies, 24(2), 2014; Deeds and Patillo, “Organizational ‘failure’ and institutional pluralism: A case study of an urban school closure,” Urban Education, 50, 2015; Gordon et al., 2018; Kirschner, Gaertner, and Pozzoboni, “Tracing transitions: The effect of high school closure on displaced students,” Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis, 32, 2010; Lipman et al., “Root shock: Parents’ perspectives on school closings in Chicago,” Collaborative for Equity and Justice in Education, 2014; Shiller, “The disposability of Baltimore’s Black communities: A participatory action research project on the impact of school closings,” Urban review 50(1), 2017; Toneff-Cotner, “The political and structural exclusion of student voice in the school closure process,” Journal of Peace Education and Social Justice, 9(2), 2015] 

· Experiencing a school closure is associated with an increase in absenteeism and behavioral issues.[endnoteRef:7] [7:  Engberg et al, 2012; Kim, 2024; Larsen, 2014] 

· After their schools close, students often face longer travel or bus rides to school and are less involved in after-school clubs and sports, even if the number of extracurricular options expands. These effects are often heightened for students in rural communities.[endnoteRef:8]  [8:  Graham et al., 2014; Lipman et al., 2014; Tieken, 2020] 

· District Finances: 
· There are very few comprehensive evaluations of the financial effects of school closures.[endnoteRef:9]  [9:  Tieken and Auldridge-Reveles, “Rethinking the school closure research: School closure as spatial injustice,” Review of Educational Research, 89(6), 2019, https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ1233167] 

· What little research there is on the financial impact of school closures suggests that savings they do not bring savings, or that any savings are negligible ora small fraction of a district’s budget or , oftentimes, far below what was projected.[endnoteRef:10] This is because:  [10:  Dority and Thompson, “Economic issues in school district consolidation in Nebraska,” Great Plains Research, 23, 2013; Dowdall, “Closing public schools in Philadelphia: Lessons from six urban districts,” Pew Charitable Trusts, 2011, https://www.pew.org/-/media/assets/2011/10/19/closing_public_schools_philadelphia_report.pdf; Jack and Sludden, “School closings in Philadelphia,” Perspectives on Urban Education, 10(1), 2013, https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1015745.pdf; Pearman, “The fiscal consequences of school closures in California: Evidence from a statewide synthetic difference-in-differences design,” Getting down the facts, 2026, https://gettingdowntofacts.com/sites/default/files/The%20Fiscal%20Consequences%20of%20School%20Closures%20in%20CA%20Evidence%20from%20a%20Statewide%20Synthetic%20Difference-in-Differences%20Design.pdf] 

· Staff is a district’s largest budget line item, and closures often don’t meaningfully reduce staff. 
· Closures themselves sometimes are associated with enrollment losscause students to leave the district,[endnoteRef:11] reducing the district’s overall per-pupil funding from state and federal governments. [11:  Pearman, 2026] 

· Remaining schools often require costly renovations to accommodate new students. 
· The costs of transporting more students to schools farther away may increase following school closures. 
· It is often difficult to sell or repurpose closed school buildings.[endnoteRef:12]  [12:  Dowdall, 2011; Spader, “Abandoned school buildings in rural Illinois and their conversions,” Rural Research Report, 18(4), 2007] 

· The relationship between staffing and school closures is complicated. 
· Keeping a small school open may force reductions in staffing, as administrators make hard decisions about cutting costs. At the same time, in some cases, closing a school can bring job loss for teachers, administrators, and staff.[endnoteRef:13]  [13:  Ewing, Ghosts in the schoolyard: Racism and school closings on Chicago’s South Side, University of Chicago Press, 2018; Hill and Jones, “The effect of school closings on teacher labor market outcomes and teacher effectiveness,” Education Finance and Policy, 16(4), 2021; Lincove, Barrett, and Strunk, “Did the teachers dismissed after Hurricane Katrina return to public education?, Education Research Alliance for New Orleans, 2017; https://educationresearchalliancenola.org/files/publications/053117-Lincove-Barrett-Strunk-Did-the-Teachers-Dismissed-after-Hurricane-Katrina-Return-to-Public-Education.pdf] 

· School closures have been shown to cause teacher attrition.[endnoteRef:14]  [14:  Hill and Jones, 2018; Richards, Stroub, and Guthery, “The effect of school closures on teacher labor market outcomes: Evidence from Texas,” AERA Open, 6(2), 2020, https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/2332858420922837] 

· Local Economies:
· School closures may negatively impact nearby local businesses—like convenience and grocery stores, diners, banks, and service stations—that depend on families, students, and staff as customers.[endnoteRef:15]  [15:  Alsbury and Shaw, “Policy implications for social justice in school district consolidation,” Leadership and Policy in Schools, 4, 2005; Ewing, 2018; Sell and Leistritz, “Socioeconomic impacts of school consolidation on host and vacated communities, Journal of Community Development Society, 28, 1997; Surface, “Assessing the impact of twenty-first century rural school consolidation,” International Journal of Educational Leadership Preparation, 6(2), 2011] 

· School buildings often go unsold and abandoned, creating unsafe conditions in local neighborhoods.[endnoteRef:16]  [16:  Dowdall and Warner, “Shuttered public schools: The struggle to bring old buildings new life,” Pew Charitable Trusts, 2013, https://www.issuelab.org/resources/14712/14712.pdf] 

· School closure has been shown to close businesses and cause families to move from the area.[endnoteRef:17] [17:  Alsbury and Shaw, 2005; Ewing, 2018; Sageman, “School closures and rural population decline, Rural Sociology, 87(3), 2022; Sell and Leistritz, 1997; Surface, 2011] 

· Communities: 
· School closures are associated with a decrease in parent involvement in school.[endnoteRef:18] [18:  Cochran et al., “A rural road: Exploring opportunities, networks, services, and supports that affect rural families,” Child Welfare, 81, 2011; Deeds and Patillo, 2015; Lipman et al., 2014; Spence, “Whatever happened to Pauley vs. Bailey? The story of the politics of education in West Virginia,” Covenant House, 1998, https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED426839.pdf] 

· What little research there is examining school closures’ impacts on communities indicates that closure can be economically and socially harmful, especially for rural communities. [endnoteRef:19] [19:  Tieken and Auldridge-Reveles, 2019] 

· School closures reduce jobs, remove a place where people gather socially, and eliminate an important historical and cultural institution.[endnoteRef:20]  [20:  Alsbury and Shaw, 2005; Ewing, 2018; Sell and Leistritz, 1997; Surface, 2011, Tieken, Why rural schools matter, University of North Carolina Press, 2014. ] 

· School closures increase the likelihood and extent of the gentrification of Black neighborhoods.[endnoteRef:21]  [21:  Pearman and Greene, “School closures and the gentrification of the Black metropolis,” Sociology of Education, 95(3), 2022] 

· Equity: 
· Most research shows that school closures disproportionately impact low-income and Black and Latine communities.[endnoteRef:22] This is because:  [22:  Engberg et al., 2012; Greene-Bell and Pearman, “Racialized closures and the shuttering of Black schools: Evidence from national data,” Harvard Educational Review, 94(2), 2024; Han et al., 2017; Jensen and Ritter, “Act 60: The past, present, and future of school consolidation in Arkansas,” Policy Brief, 7(9), 2010, https://scholarworks.uark.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1065&context=oepbrief; Journey for Justice Alliance, “Death by a thousand cuts: Racism, school closures, and public school sabotage,”2014, https://nyf.issuelab.org/resources/18323/18323.pdf] 

· The metrics often used to decide school closures—enrollment, facility condition, and test scores—are outcomes of a legacy of discriminatory education policy towards Black and Latine communities. But even when controlling for these metrics, the most recent national study of school closures still found that majority Black schools were more likely to close.
· School closures often erase important Black cultural institutions.[endnoteRef:23]   [23:  Ewing, 2018; Tieken, 2014. ] 

· School closures have been shown to perpetuate and exacerbate race and class-based inequities.[endnoteRef:24]  [24:  Lee and Lubienski, “The impact of school closures on equity of access in Chicago,” Education and Urban Society, 49(1), 2017; Tieken and Auldridge-Reveles, 2019] 
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